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Introduction

The GIRC small business grant is designed to assist small businesses in securing the funding needed to start or expand your small business.  The funding for the grant is secured through fundraising efforts, private donors and donations secured by The Grant Center and I.T.E.C. Youth Services and is then pooled and distributed to small business start-ups and business expansions to assist in sustainability and revenue generation.  This program strategy increases the economic stability of individuals striving for self-sufficiency and improves the economic growth and stability of our target service areas. 

Eligibility

Small business start-ups or small businesses with current yearly profits of less than $50,000 seeking to expand are eligible to apply.  Non-profits and churches are not eligible to apply for this grant.

Award Amount

The grant award depends on the amount requested and the amount of funding raised during the current grant cycle.  Awards range from $100.00 to $25,000 dollars.

Requirements

The Grant Information & Resource Center requires the following information from all applicants:

1. Completed Grant Application

2. Business Plan

3. $25.00 Donation (cashier’s check or money order made out to the: Grant Fund)
You MUST submit a business plan along with your grant application and a $25.00 dollar (or more) donation (helps fuel the fund) at the same time. Separate submittals are not accepted.  Faxed or email applications are not accepted. Funding can not to be used to pay the owner or staff, or for the purchase of property that is not directly utilized for the business. The funding must be used to increase the capacity of the business to generate revenue (make a profit). 

NOTE: Businesses that are funded and receive $500.00 dollars or more MUST commit to donating $25.00 per month back into the fund for the first six months following the receipt of the grant award.

Procedures

Anyone wishing to be considered for The GIRC Small Business Grant must submit all of the required documentation as explained in the previous section. Please note that documentation submitted for review will NOT be returned.

Review Board

The review board consists of individuals from varying business backgrounds that have assembled for the purpose of determining which applicant(s) will receive funding based on the merit and quality of the business plan and the answers to the questions in the application. No correspondence between the review board and the individual applying for the grant is allowed (conflict of interest).  The Grant Information & Resource Center personnel does not engage in the reading, reviewing or correcting of any application or business plan nor is the management and staff of the Grant Information & Resource Center involved in the award-making process.  

Note: REPLAY
The Grant Information & Resource Center’s staff has no knowledge of the decisions made by the Review Board and applicants are urged NOT to contact staff with any questions regarding grant decisions. 

All decisions by the review board are final! Remember to be neat and legible when completing the application, preferably type your answers or print very clearly.  This is a competitive grant process, merely submitting your application does not guarantee an award, however, all grants that reach the final round will be given careful consideration.
Any and all correspondence by and from the review board will be done by mail.  There will be no phone calls!!  Please be sure that all information on your application is current and correct.  Neither the review board nor the Grant Information & Resource Center is responsible for mail that is not received that is sent to the address on the application.    

Closing Dates

March 31st 

July 15th
September 30th 

November 30th 
Summary

Submit your GIRC Grant Application Package, which includes a:

· Completed Grant Application

· Business Plan

· $25.00 or more Donation

Late applications (applications postmarked after the due date) will be held and reviewed in the next grant cycle, no exceptions. Applicants can expect a response approximately 45 – 60 days although that time frame can be sooner or later depending on the number of applicants.

General Information
Applications may be picked up at The Grant Information & Resource Center’s office located at:

45 Isabella Street

(In the rear of 708 Meeting Street)

Charleston, South Carolina 29403

Application Packages may be submitted by mail only to:

The GIRC Grant

P.O. Box 2971

Summerville, South Carolina 29484

GIRC Grant Application

	Contact Person Full Name

	Date

	Street Address:

	City

	State

	Zip Code

	GENERAL QUESTIONS

	Company Name

	Start-up Date of business

	Mission Statement



	Company Description 



	Company Objectives



	Market Analysis



	Organizational Management



	Marketing & Sales Strategies



	How does this business help your community?



	How will this grant increase company profits?



	What will the grant money be used for? (Submit a budget)



	Why do you think we should fund your business?




Attach additional sheets and reference what question the sheets are responding to where necessary.  

Attach a copy of your business plan and your donation of $25.00 or more.  Make money orders payable to Grant Fund.

DEADLINES FOR APPLICATION SUBMITTAL:





March 15th – July 15th – Sept. 30th   Nov. 30th
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